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tapasi tree (the Holoptelea Intregriiolia), aU that is
left, so they say, of Hadinaru's rival, Karugahalli, which
springs into notice again and again in Mysore history. It
was given by Yaduraya as a marriage portion to his
brother, Krishnaraya, who supported him so valiantly.
In the time of Raja Wadiyar, about 1600, it was of such
relative importance that when he wished to pass through
the village of Tandy a (part of the Karugahalli territory),
on his way to worship at Nanjangud, he was opposed by
its proud lord, Verarajaya. Raja Wadiyar not only
defeated him, but very effectively reduced his pride by
thrashing him with his riding whip on the battlefield.1
Verarajaya promptly proceeded to bribe a priest to poison
the Raja, while worshipping in the Lakshmiramanasvami
temple in Mysore. How he escaped the threatened death
is related in the account of that temple.

It was from the Karugahalli branch of the family that
Chama Raja Wadiyar IX was selected, from other boy
claimants to the Mysore throne, so dramatically by Haidar
AH. Old maps and the Gazetteer place the village on the
south-west of Chamundi; but the site here pointed out
is not without considerable support.

#             *             #             *             #

Chamundi cannot be thoroughly explored in one after-
noon or evening. New roads lead by perilous-looking
ways, offering real thrills as they skirt the edges of quite
fearsome precipices, to points commanding fresh views
of nearby plains and far-off mountains.

At the foot of the hill, in the garden cirde, just above
the road leading north to the Lalita Mahal and back to
Mysore, notice a tiny shrine. Inside are two little feet

1 Seringapatam, 64; T. Narasipur, 63.